
   

 

 

A  M E S S A G E  F RO M  O U R  P R E S I D E N T  
K R I S T I N  J .  E I S E N H A R D T ,  E S Q U I R E  

 

January 2018  

2017-2018 Officers 

Kristin Eisenhardt                                       President 

Matthew Robinson                                   President Elect 

Deana Walsh                         VP of Fundraising 

Charles Coant                   Treasurer 

Chad Davis                                                              Secretary 

 

Board of Trustees 

Kim Barfield 

Tariq Chaudhri 

Abigail Holmes 

Anthony Imbesi 

Elizabeth Vogelsong 

Henry P. Zerella 

 

Jr. Trustee 

Angelica Carrasco 

 

Sr. Trustee 

 

 

NJSBA Trustee 

Michael Testa, Jr. 

 

Immediate Past President 

Beth White 

 

Foundation Trustees 

Isabella Garofola 

William Gilson 

Steven Kernan 

 

Exectutive Director 

Carol Walker 

 

 

ET SEQ.  
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

 

2/1—  Tri-County Dinner  

 Running Deer Golf Club 

 

2/28 - 40/50 Dinner 

 Running Deer Golf Club 

  

3/22— Tri-County Criminal  

 Bench-Bar Meeting 

Happy New Year! I apologize for the delay in the Et Seq. this month.  I accept full 

responsibility for the delay as it took longer to write this article than usual.  There 

have been a few changes since our last publication, including our Et Seq. Editor’s 

new position.  Beth White has joined the Jacob Law Group, LLC.  I also lost my      

Senior Trustee as the Honorable Joseph Chiarello, J.S.C. was sworn in as one of our 

Vicinage’s new Superior Court judges.  I want to thank him for all that he has done 

for the Bar Association.  

As you all know, we have our Tri-County Dinner scheduled for February 1, 2018 at 

the Running Deer Golf Club with Assignment Judge Telsey giving his presentation.  If 

you have never attended this before, you have really missed out. While this will be 

Judge Telsey’s first year presenting, I am sure it will be just as wonderful as prior 

years. Please come out to support this event.  

The Executive Board and I have been busy with several events that we are planning 

for our members.  We have revived our Young Lawyer’s Division thanks to the help 

of our Junior Trustee, Angelica Carrasco, Esq.  The YLD will be having a Happy Hour 

in the near future and I encourage those who want to be involved with this new de-

velopment to please contact Angelica at angelicaca@co.cumberland.nj.us. In addi-

tion, we are looking forward to announcing CLE opportunities and some fun events 

for our entire Association.   

As a reminder, Judge Telsey is compiling the list of attorneys who wish to be ap-

pointed by the court in Probate Part or General Equity cases. If you wish to be con-

sidered for these types of appointments please respond according to the terms of 

the letter which is included in this newsletter by February 23, 2018. 

I would like to recognize our Lawyer of the Month, Deana Walsh.  Deana quietly and 

diligently has been one of the work horses of our Executive Board.  Her year as 

Treasurer was filled with numerous challenges which she handled gracefully.  She 

continues to support our organization and our philanthropic efforts with fundraising 

this year. I cannot thank her enough for being yet another “unsung hero” of our Bar 

Association.  So I would like to acknowledge her as January’s Lawyer of the Month.   

Please mark your calendars for 40-50 Dinner which will be held at Running Deer 

Golf Club on February 28th. I will not be able to attend, but want to thank Deana 

Walsh and Vincent Pancari for there assistance in this wonderful event which cele-

brates the dedication of those who have been practicing for their respective number 

of years. Deana will be taking my place that evening (and another reason for her to 

be recognized as Lawyer of the Month).   I hope you will attend and commend those 

being honored.      

Editor: Beth White, Esq. 
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       MOMMA BEARISTER 

 

Looking for fun activities to do with your kids 

and/or grandkids in and around Cumberland 

County?  Looking for a place to commiserate 

with other attorney moms and dads?  Then check 

out Momma Bearister on Facebook.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/MommaBearister/ 

 

Hoping to build a community of Mommas, Papas and Cubs! MB is based in Cum-

berland County, NJ so most of the activities posted and set up by MB will be in 

that area. Please feel free to share with friends - the more the merrier! You are wel-

come to post your events and activities to the page as well! Thanks again! 

SOUTH JERSEY LEGAL SERVICES  

The SJLS Facebook page is expanding as we celebrate 50 Years of Ac-

cess to Justice.  Our Facebook page posts updates on what we do and 

who we serve, updates in the law, articles of interest to attorneys and 

local civic organizations and recognition to volunteer, private attorneys 

who donate their time and expertise as well as available volunteer op-

portunities.  You are invited to “Like” the page (if you haven’t already) 

and pass this information to any friends, family, clients and colleagues 

who may be interested in our content.  Thank you. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/SouthJerseyLegalServices 



3  

(at Left) Visiting with 

the Wettsteins—Past 

President CJ,   Nicole & 

Ken—at  The Nail Mas-

ter's Mansion   during 

the Bridgeton Holiday 

Historic House Tour.  

They handed out 

chocolate bars cour-

tesy of the Cumber-

land County Bar Asso-

ciation!   

CCBA members & their families spread 

holiday cheer throughout  

Cumberland County in December 2017. 

(at Right) Andre Araujo and Im-

mediate Past President Beth 

White arrive at the Bridgeton 

Mental Health Unit for presents & 

pizza with the residents!  

(Below) Past President Justin 

White and his daughter Keira   

enjoy the Holiday Party at the 

Levoy in Millville.  

FUN FACT—
The Levoy’s 
production  of 
A Christmas  
Carol featured 
our own  

Lauren      
Van Embden!    
Brava Lauren! 
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The Very Strange Case of Harry F. Helduser, III  

 

 On April 4, 1978, a State Police car chase occurred on State Highway 77, in Upper Deerfield 

Township, Cumberland County.  The pursued car was operated by 21-year old Vietnamese refugee, Sang 

Ngoc Le.  In pursuit of the alleged speeder was New Jersey State Trooper, Harry F. Helduser, III, who was 

operating an unmarked State Police cruiser. 

 

 It was undisputed that Helduser pulled his cruiser next to the Le vehicle and then shot through 

the car window, hitting Le in the head, and killing him. 

 

 Trooper Helduser claimed that his gun went off accidentally when Le tried to ram his vehicle into 

the State Police car.  Helduser testified that he was holding his service revolver in his right hand while 

simultaneously gripping the steering wheel with that hand. 

 

 There was no physical evidence that the two vehicles ever made contact with one another, inten-

tionally or accidentally. 

 

 The manner in which Helduser claims he held his drawn service revolver violated State Police reg-

ulations, which did not allow him to draw his gun under these circumstances. 

 

 David Cobb, a juvenile passenger in the car operated by Mr. Le, testified that Trooper Helduser 

intentionally shot Le in the head, after Helduser pulled beside Le’s car which had slowed down or com-

pletely stopped. 

 

 Statements of other witnesses corroborated that Mr. Le had slowed or completely stopped his car 

by the time Helduser’s cruiser pulled up next to it. 

 

BA R  SN I PPE T S—  
FROM  THEOD OR E  H.  R I T TER ,   

C U M B E R L A N D  C O U N T Y  B A R  A S S O C I A T I O N  H I S T O R I A N  
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 Helduser was prosecuted by a Deputy Attorney General and the trial was held in Mays Landing be-

cause of the extensive pre-trial publicity in Cumberland County. 

 

 Helduser was tried in the Criminal Court three times.   

 

 He was convicted of manslaughter in the first trial but the verdict was thrown out, on appeal, be-

cause of trial errors. 

 

 The Helduser second trial ended in a hung jury. 

 

 The third trial resulted in the acquittal of the 37-year old Helduser on September 29, 1981. 

 

 Meanwhile, Helduser was court marshalled in 1980 and dismissed from the New Jersey State Po-

lice. 

 

 After his acquittal, Helduser sued the State Police seeking reimbursement of his counsel fees, 

which exceeded $122,500.00. 

 

 In the Civil suit seeking counsel fee reimbursement, the court held that Trooper Helduser’s actions 

or omissions were not within the scope of his employment.  Rather, his actions constituted willful miscon-

duct. Thus, although he was ultimately acquitted, in the criminal court on the third time around, the State 

was not obligated to reimburse Helduser’s counsel fees. 

 

 The Appellate Division opinion affirming the denial of counsel fees was issued on June 7, 1983, 

thus ending this true, scary and sorry case.  
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LAWYER OF THE MONTH 

JANUARY 2018 

DEANA WALSH ESQUIRE 

 

NAME:  Deana Walsh  

 

FIRM:   Ritter Law Office, LLC 

 

AREAS OF PRACTICE: Real Estate, Personal Injury, Workers’ Compensation, 

and General Civil Litigation 

 

Do you have any “guilty pleasure” TV shows?   The Walking Dead 

 

If you could have any superpower, what would you choose?   Time Travel 

 

If you wrote a memoir/biography, what would the title be?  Beating the Odds 

 

What is your spirit animal?   According to the test, my spirit animal is : 

LION  (Ha! Hear me roar!) 

 

Deana currently serves as our Vice President of Fund-

raising.   She has been an invaluable member of our 

organization both as a general member and executive 

board member.  For several years she has served as 

our Mrs. Claus.  She is always ready to lend a helping 

hand no matter what the task.  We truly appreciate all 

that she does to make our organization great.  We 

look forward to many more years of working together. 

Thank you! 

Lawyer of the Month is selected by the Board of Trustees to honor a member of our 

association who has gone above and beyond in service to the Bar and/or community 

within the past month.  
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 The CCBA/F sponsored the Vincent J. 

Apruzzese High School Mock Trial tournament this 

month.  

 Teri Giordano did a fabulous job coordinat-

ing the competition.  A huge thank you to all those 

who helped out as Judges and Coaches!  

 Bridgeton High School won the county com-

petition and will represent Cumberland County at 

the Regional Competition in New Brunswick next 

month.  We wish them luck! 

 Team members are: Cesar Arcos, Amya Co-

nyers Adonla DaCosta, Makaylee Ford, Samantha 

Holder, Citlalli Jimenez, Elizabeth Jimenez, Diana  

Mellado, Daniela Mendez, Zitlali Ortiz, Isabel Oro-

sio Garcia, Beyaneli Perez Contrera, Gianelly 

Reyes, Jacqueline Reyes, Sahit Sylejmani, and 

Christine Thompson, Teacher-Coaches Maria 

Amendt-Smith and  Lawyer-Coach Elizabeth Vogel-

song. 

2018  VINCENT J. APRUZZESE HIGH SCHOOL MOCK TRIAL TOURNAMENT  
CUMBERLAND COUNTY WINNERS  

BRIDGETON HIGH  SCHOOL 
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 Cumberland/Gloucester/Salem Vicinage  
BENJAMIN C. TELSEY  

Assignment Judge  
w 

NOTICE TO THE BAR  

From: Hon. Benjamin C. Telsey, A.J.S.C.  

Date: January 8, 2018  

RE: Updates in Vicinage XV  

 

We would like to welcome the following Judges to Vicinage XV:  

 

The Honorable Joseph M. Chiarello, JSC who will be presiding over Drug Court in Cumberland County. 

  

The Honorable William F. Ziegler, JSC who will be presiding over Family matters in Gloucester County. 

  

The Honorable George H. Gangloff, Jr., JSC who will be presiding over Family matters in Gloucester 
County.  

 

Additionally, there has been some recent assignment changes and office moves. The Honorable Mark 
Cimino, JTC will be relocating to Courtroom 312 in Cumberland County and the Honorable Gary 
Wodlinger, JSC will be relocating to Courtroom 233. The Honorable Michael Ostrowski, Jr., JSC will be 
presiding over family matters in Cumberland County, the Honorable Samuel Ragonese, JSC will be pre-
siding over civil matters in Gloucester County and the Honorable Jean Chetney will be presiding over 
Family and Civil matters in Salem County.  

 

Cumberland  

Honorable Mark Cimino, JTC – Courtroom 312  

Vicki LaSala, Judges Secretary 1 453-4690  

Law Clerk 453-4696  

Fax 459-1382  

 

Honorable Michael Ostrowski, JSC – Courtroom A305  

Natalie Zahra, Judges Secretary 1 453- 4360  

Law Clerk 575-5259  

Fax  

 

Honorable Joseph M. Chiarello, JSC – Drug Court– Courtroom 235  

TBD, Judges Secretary 1 453-4667  

Law Clerk 453-4654  

Fax 451-6214  
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Honorable Gary Wodlinger, JSC – Courtroom 233  

Catherine Yakow, Judges Secretary 1 453-4397  

Law Clerk 453-4398  

Fax 459-1426  

 

Gloucester  

Honorable Samuel Ragonese JSC - Civil – Courtroom 201 (Ceremonial)  

Emily Burt Judges Secretary 1 853-3404  

Law Clerk 853-3488  

Fax Currently using Judge Chell’s Fax Line – 384-4474  

 

Honorable William F. Ziegler, JSC - Family – Courtroom 202  

Philomena Ruffo, Judges Secretary 1 686-7570  

Law Clerk 686-7571  

Fax 686-7589  

 

Honorable George H. Gangloff, Jr, JSC – Family – Courtroom 203  

Dana Capozzi, Judges Secretary 1 686-7580  

Law Clerk 686-7581  

Fax 686-7586  

 

Salem  

Honorable Jean Chetney, JSC – Family/Civil – Courtroom 2  

Diane Plymale, Judges Secretary 1 856-878-5050 x 15813  

Law Clerk 856-878-5050 x 15814  

Fax 856-878-5051  
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I am pleased to report that Judge Timothy Chell was named by Chief  
Justice Rabner as Vicinage XV’s next Civil Presiding Judge.  His term 
will be effective upon Judge Morgan’s retirement, on February 1, 
2018.  I am excited to work with Judge Chell in his new capacity and I 
have the upmost confidence in his leading the Civil Division going 
forward. 
  
I must also express my sincere thank you to Judge Morgan for the in-
credible job he has done, as our current civil Presiding Judge.  
  
  
Benjamin C. Telsey, A.J.S.C. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEW CIVIL PRESIDING JUDGE  

EFFECTIVE FEBRUARY 1, 2018 

ADVERTISE IN  
THE ET SEQ. 

We are still taking Ads to be published in the Et Seq.  All payments are due prior to the posting. 

 Quarter Page  $25.00 per issue 

 Half Page  $50.00 per issue 

 Full Page  $100.00 per issue 

 

Discounts are available for multiple month postings:  10% off for 3 months, 15% off for 6 months and 

20% off for a full year.  Please note that there is no Et. Seq. published in July or   August. 

 

DO YOU HAVE A VACATION RENTAL ? DO YOU HAVE EXTRA OFFICE SPACE?  ADVERTISE HERE. 
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Environmental Law for Attorneys and LSRPs 
Approved for NJ LSRP 6.5 Regulatory CECs 

Course Code: EL0106CA18 
  

Date & Time 
February 21, 2018 

8:30am - 4:30pm (Check-in time: 8:00am) 
  

Fees 
Early Registration Fee    

$280.00 
Register on or before February 7, 2018 and save! 

  
Registration Fee               

$295.00 
After February 7, 2018 

  
Multi-Person Registration Fee     

$260.00 
Register with a colleague and save! 

  
LSRPA Member Registration Fee               

$260.00 
  

For more details on the course and online registration visit:  
http://www.cpe.rutgers.edu/courses/current/el0106ca.html 
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NOTICE TO ATTORNEYS: VICINAGE XV COURT APPOINTMENTS  
From time to time, attorneys are appointed by the court in Probate Part or General Equity cases. An appoint-

ment in General Equity or Probate Part gives you an opportunity to use your skills and knowledge to assist 

those who are in need while also filling a crucial role within the Judiciary. For those unfamiliar with these mat-

ters, it is an opportunity to step outside your niche, learn a new area of the law, and meet new people. Some 

cases are pro bono, but in many cases a fee is approved by the court. Currently in Vicinage XV, the judges who 

make appointments in Probate Part are Judge Cimino or Judge Swift (Cumberland). Judge McDonnell 

(Gloucester) and Judge Ragonese (Salem). Judge McDonnell makes appointments in General Equity cases in 

all three counties.  

 

In Probate Part, the court-appointed attorney may serve as an administrator of a decedent’s estate or as an 

attorney or guardian for an alleged incapacitated person. The duties of the court-appointed attorney in guardi-

anship cases are set forth in Rule 4:86-4(b). Usually, the court-appointed attorney has several weeks to ar-

range to meet with the alleged incapacitated person and render a report before the hearing. The duties of a 

guardian are set forth in Rule 4:86-6(e).  

 

Sometimes an attorney is appointed guardian ad litem to represent the interests of minors in cases of es-

tates, contested wills (minor beneficiaries), foreclosure actions, or trusts. The guardian ad litem submits a re-

port to the court after an investigation into the assets and interviews with the interested parties. Prior to the 

return date, the guardian ad litem makes a recommendation to the court for bonding, or for placing property 

into a trust or into the Surrogate’s Intermingled Trust Fund.  

 

In General Equity Part, the court-appointed attorney may serve in one of many different capacities. In a busi-

ness dispute, an attorney may be appointed as a custodian, receiver, or provisional director. In a foreclosure 

action, an attorney may be appointed to conduct a sale of foreclosed real estate or to serve as attorney or 

guardian ad litem for defendants who are minors, or incapacitated, or in the military. An attorney may be ap-

pointed to serve as a special medical guardian to make medical decisions for a person who is incapacitated. 

The special medical guardian procedure is set forth at Rule 4:86-12.  

 

Some guardianship cases and most special medical guardianship cases are emergent and require court-

appointed counsel or the special medical guardian to visit a hospital or health care facility, review medical rec-

ords, interview health care providers and family members, and provide a report to the court within twenty-four 

or fewer. Before receiving an emergent appointment, the judge’s secretary or law clerk will telephone you to 

confirm that you are available for an emergent appointment.  

 

The court seeks to safeguard the interests of our most vulnerable individuals: minors, the elderly, and the in-

capacitated. If you are interested in serving as a court-appointed attorney in Probate Part or General Equity 

cases, please respond via email with a brief letter stating in which case type(s) and in which counties you are 

willing to accept appointments. Attorneys with less than five years of experience should provide a resume. If 

approved by the Assignment Judge, your name will be included on the vicinage appointment list for the case 

types and counties you designate. It does not matter if you are on our present list. The purpose of this notice 

is to fully update our lists.  

 

Please respond on or before February 23, 2018, which is the date we intend to generate our new lists.  

Please respond to dawn.mathis@njcourts.gov.  

____________________________  

Benjamin C. Telsey, A.J.S.C.  

Vicinage XV – Cumberland/Gloucester/Salem  
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CHILDREN’S HOLIDAY PARTY 

2017 

The CCBF put on its Annual Chil-
dren’s Holiday Party on December 
2, 2017 at Sacred Heart Church’s 
Cafeteria.  Children from the Salva-
tion Army and Big Brothers Big 
Sisters celebrated with Santa, Mrs. 
Claus, Frosty and Elfie! 
 (at Right)  Elfie Nancy Williams, 
President Kristin Eisenhardt and 
her son, Jaxon. 
(Below Right)  Ken and Nicole 
Wettstein, Elfie Williams, Frosty 
Bohdan Zachariasevych and Past 
President CJ Wettstein. 
(Below Left)  VP of  Fundraising 
Mrs. Claus Deana Walsh, Santa 
Clause Rob O’Donnell, Immediate 
Past President Beth White and 
Frosty Zachariasevych. 
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(Left) Charles 
Coant 

(Right)  Some of 
the kitchen 
crew Deana 
Walsh, Henry 
Zerella, Bohdan 
Zachiarsevych, 
Joe Ruth and 
CJ Wettstein. 

(l-r) Sonya Coant, Rob O’Donnell, Henry Zerella, Treasurer Chuck 
Coant, Chad Davis, and Charles Coant. 

(Left) Tariq Chaudhri 
and his wife and son  
and Chad Davis.  

(Right) The Toast  
Master Ken Wettstein. 
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 OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT  
 

GREAT LOCATION: 20 Franklin Street, Bridgeton, NJ  

Consists of two offices, two secretarial rooms,  

library/conference room, bathroom and kitchenette.  

Plenty off-street parking.  

 

RENT: $1,500.00 per month  

For further information,  

please contact Anthony Peterson at  

877-307-1460.  

 

LOOKING TO EXPAND YOUR PRACTICE? 
 

Exceptional opportunity to acquire 2 active practices in fully fur-

nished building; including library, office equipment, and files of at-

torneys intending to retire in early 2018.  General practices include 

personal injury, workers’ compensation, Social Security, estate 

planning and administration, family law, real estate and business 

transactions.  Arrangements to be made for transfer of files.  For 

information please call 856-696-8558. 
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